
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The	  purpose	  of	  this	  publication	  is	  to	  spread	  
the	  truth,	  to	  sow	  God’s	  good	  seed,	  the	  
Word	  of	  God,	  and	  to	  confront	  religious	  

error	  for	  the	  good	  of	  men’s	  souls.	  
Edited	  by	  Allen	  Dvorak	  

	  

Schedule	  of	  Services:	  
Sunday	  –	  

9:00am	   	   Bible	  Study	  	  
10:00am	   	   Worship	  
5:00pm	   	   Worship	  

Wednesday	  –	  
7:00pm	   	   Bible	  Study	  
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The future of same-sex marriages in Alabama 
is being hotly debated. Although other states 
have laws permitting gay marriage, such 
marriages have not been permitted in 
Alabama. In January of this year, U.S. District 
Judge Callie Granade ruled that Alabama’s 
ban on same-sex marriage was 
unconstitutional and a majority of counties 
began issuing marriage licenses to same-sex 
couples. Earlier this week, the Alabama 
Supreme Court ordered probate judges to 
stop issuing licenses. The basis of the ruling is 
that the state has authority over Alabama law 
rather than a federal trial judge. A group of 
organizations favoring same-sex marriage 
filed a motion late this week, asking Judge 
Granade to essentially reverse the ruling of 
the state Supreme Court. 

It’s not just judges, however, who are trying to 
decide policy about same-sex marriage. The 
moral acceptability of homosexuality and 
same-sex marriage are also being debated 
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among religious bodies in the United States. 
The mainline denominations are definitely 
feeling pressure from the homosexual 
movement.  

For instance, the 2012 Book of Discipline of 
the United Methodist Church states, “The 
practice of homosexuality is incompatible 
with Christian teaching” (¶ 304.3; umc.org). 
Although the same discipline declares that “all 
people” can become members in any local 
church, self-avowed homosexuals are not 
allowed to serve as clergy. Furthermore, no 
United Methodist funds are to be given to any 
gay caucus or group or used “to promote the 
acceptance of homosexuality” (¶ 613; ibid.). 
Paragraph 341.6 states, “Ceremonies that 
celebrate homosexual unions shall not be 
conducted by our ministers and shall not be 
conducted in our churches” (ibid.). 

In 2014, the Connectional Table, a United 
Methodist governing body, considered 
proposed changes to the United Methodist 

“How we spend our days is, of course, how we spend our 
lives.” 

-- Annie Dillard 

“Nothing builds self-esteem and self-confidence like 
accomplishment.” 

-- Thomas Carlyle 

Notable	  Quotables	  

SOWER 

THE 

	  

Answer to Bible Challenge Question 
The law of the Persians was that anyone 
who entered the inner court of the king 
without being summoned would be put 
to death…unless the king extended his 
royal scepter (Esther 4:10-11). Esther 

entered without being summoned, but 
the king extended his scepter and she 
touched the tip of his scepter (5:1-2). 
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creeds made by men can be changed by men. Perhaps 
it should not surprise us that it is thought that matters 
of morality can be determined by vote, when men 
have already felt the need to re-state the teaching of 
the Bible in creeds that become binding standards of 
authority. 

These examples illustrate a growing trend among 
religious people. The clear teaching of Scripture is 
being abandoned in exchange for the “wisdom” of 
men. The fact that governing bodies have decided that 
same-sex marriage is legal should make no difference 
for the convictions of a disciple of Christ (Acts 5:29). 
The fact that some in our society have embraced what 
the Bible calls an abomination (see Leviticus 18:22; 
20:13) should not sway a disciple of Christ. 

We are being tested, both as individuals and as a 
congregation, by the changes occurring in our nation. 
Will we abandon the teaching of the Scriptures so that 
we can “fit in with” the world around us? Or will we 
trust in the wisdom of our Creator? 

Sources cited: 
Andersen, Kirsten. “Southern Baptist affiliate may expel church for 
performing same-sex ‘wedding.’” Web. 7 March 2015. 
<www.lifesitenews.com> 

Campbell, Kay. “Presbyterians OK same-sex marriages.” The Huntsville 
Times, 22 February 2015: H04. Print. 

Hahn, Heather. “United Methodist body considers change to sexuality 
stance.” Web. 7 March 2015. <www.umc.org> 
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Church’s stance on homosexuality “to fully 
include LGBTQ persons in the life and 
ministry of the church” (Hahn). In 2016, there 
will be a General Conference of the United 
Methodist Church. That assembly has the 
authority to change “church law” and adopt, if 
it chooses, changes suggested by the 
Connectional Table. 

During the discussion of the Connectional 
Table, the question was asked, “Are passages 
on homosexuality in the Bible timeless or time 
bound? Put another way, are they gospel or 
are they culture?” It was declared that human 
sexuality is “a gift from God” and that 
“people’s ministries should be judged by their 
gifts, not their sexual orientation.” 

Time will tell if the United Methodist Church 
will change its Book of Discipline to permit 
homosexuals to serve in its clergy and clergy 
to perform same-sex marriage ceremonies in 
Methodist church buildings. My guess is that 
the United Methodist Church will surrender 
its present convictions in order to remove 
“exclusionary” and “discriminatory” language 
from its Book of Discipline (the hope of some 
at the meeting of the Connectional Table). 

Recently, representatives of the Presbyterian 
Church in north Alabama (representing 30 
congregations) voted to approve an 
amendment to the Presbyterian Book of 
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Order. That amendment would “allow, but not 
require, Presbyterian ministers to perform 
same-sex marriages in states where that is 
legal” (Campbell). According to the 
amendment, the elders and minister of 
individual congregations would be able to 
decide whether a same-sex marriage ceremony 
can be held on church property. To date, 57 of 
171 regional Presbyteries in the United States 
have approved the amendment. The 
amendment will become part of the Book of 
Order if 86 Presbyteries (a simply majority) 
vote to approve it.  

Finally, the Weatherly Heights Baptist Church 
in Huntsville is probably going to be expelled 
from the Madison Baptist Association and lose 
its Southern Baptist affiliation. The reason is 
that one of its ministers, Ellin Jimmerson, 
performed a marriage ceremony for a lesbian 
couple on February 9th. She explained her 
support for gay marriage: “There is very little 
in the Bible which reflects the modern idea of 
one man and one woman united by love. 
Today, we are being asked to move even 
further down the road of marriages being 
based on love” (Andersen). David Freeman, 
“senior pastor” of the church, believes that the 
Bible does not condemn “adult, loving, 
monogamous, same sex relationships” (ibid.).  

Where to start? Unlike the Scriptures that are 
unchanging and enduring (1 Peter 1:22-25), 

	  
Whose life was saved by the touch of the tip of a golden 

scepter? 
 

The	  answer	  to	  this	  question	  is	  on	  the	  back	  page.	  
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Bible Challenge Question 
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Adam	  blamed	  	   	   	   .	  

King	  Saul	  blamed	  	   	   	   	   	   .	  

Guilt	  is	  what	  we	  incur	  when	  we	  	   	   	   	   	   	  	   	   .	  

The	  	   	   	   	   	  is	  responsible	  for	  the	  sense	  of	  	   	   	   .	  

Various	  ways	  that	  people	  respond	  to	  guilt:	  

1.	  Some	  just	  don’t	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   .	  

2.	  Others	  feel	  a	  sense	  of	  guilt,	  but:	  

	   a.	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   ;	  example:	  	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   b.	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   ;	  example:	  	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   c.	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   ;	  example:	  	   	   	   	   	   	  

	  

Sermon	  Notes	  

Dealing with Guilt 
By	  Allen	  Dvorak	  

The	  soul	  who	  sins	  shall	  	   	   .	  The	  son	  shall	  not	  	   	   	  the	  	   	   	  
of	  the	  father,	  nor	  the	  father	  	   	   	   	  the	  	   	   	   	  of	  the	  son.	  
The	  righteousness	  of	  the	  righteous	  shall	  be	  upon	  himself,	  and	  the	  	  	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  of	  the	  wicked	  shall	  be	  upon	  himself.	  
-‐-‐	  Ezekiel	  	   	   	   ;	  NKJV	  

	  


